JAMES MILL                                                ID?
it is pleasant to be able to say that Mr Bentham, on this
important point, was wholly on our side.* With Mr Benthara,
however, this opinion remained academic; it was left to John
Stuart Mill, in kter life, to bring the question to the notice of
Parliament as one of practical importance.
James Mill has a two-fold importance in the Benthamite
movement In the first place, he fashioned his son John as
Hamilcar fashioned HarmibaL John, by his amiable and kindly
disposition, was not designed by nature for such stern doctrine as
thafoFthe Philosophical Radicals; indeed, in kter life he softened
it at various points. But he retained the belief that his father's
teaching was sound in the main, and this gave Him a greater
influence than he could have had if he had had to rely upon
confidence in himself.
In the second place, James Mill, by his capacity for disciple-
ship, combined a number of separate eminent men into a single
school, and thereby immensely increased their collective influ-
ence. Most Radicals, not unnaturally, looked upon Malthus and
his theory with suspicion; James Mill accepted the theory, and
gave it a new twist. He and his friend Francis Place, the Radical
tailor, were not affected by Malthus's clerical scruples, and there-
fore deduced, from his economic doctrine, the desirability of
artificial checks to conception. What is called neo-Malthusian-
ism begins with them. From them it spead, slowly and in spite of
persecution, until, in our own day, it has put an end to the
increase of population in the most civilized countries.
It was in the year 1812, through the instrumentality of James
Mill, that Place was introduced to Bentham, who was thus
brought into contact with a social layer and a kind of politics of
which he had previously known little. Place treated Bentfaarn
with affectionate respect, addressing him in letters as *My dear
old Father9. Of Bentham's letters to Pkce, one, quoted by
Graham Wallas in his Life of Francis Place, may serve as a
sample. It concerns the precautions which Bentham took to con-
ceal his hostility to Christianity and his belief (probably as a
result of Pkce's persuasion) in neo-Malthusianlsm. The word
'juggicaP, which occurs in it, means 'Christian9. It is derived
from 'Juggernaut*, which was used in that set to mean *Chris-
tianity,* so that the subject could be mentioned before ser-
* vants without giving occasion for scandal The letter is as
follows: